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PRELIMINARY 
ADVERTISEMENT. 


NE of the reaſons at leaſt, 
that induced the Author of 
Anticipation to publiſh his pamphlet 
laſt year, has equally prevailed with 
the Author of the preſent piece; 
the wiſh to get money.---Gentlemen 
who ſcribble for the preſs may profeſs 
what they will; but, in the genuine 
ſenſe of the phraſe, they © hunger and 
<« thirſt,” if not © after righteouſneſs,” 
at leaſt for a dinner.--- The ſhutting 
the galleries of the Houſe of Com- 
mons was urged as a reaſon for laſt 
year's publication, and it prevails, in 


its 
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its full force, for that of the preſent. 
The cuſtom is indiſputably abſurd; 
but when Members will ſhut their 
Houſe againſt their conſtituents, as 
they do their ears againſt their com- 
plaints, it becomes the duty of a real 
friend to his Country to anticipate 
the injury, and fore/tall the market, 
that the Employers and the beſt Cuf- 
tomers may be properly ſerved. 


Gentlemen of political curioſity, 
the moſt inſatiate of all paſſions, will 
have reaſon to thank us for telling 
them what is to happen in the great 
council of the N ation, at leaſt five 
days before it can have happened. 
Five days are an age in the Idea of a 
Politician!--- This is a ſpecies of pro- 
phecy not to be deſpiſed, and many 


Members of the Houſe will thank us 


for 


ADVERTISEMENT. vi. 
for putting words into their mouths. 


Many a good ſpeech would have 
been loſt to the world but for this 


publication. 


About three years ago complaint 
was made, by a Member, of the pub- 
lication of ſpeeches in the News-pa- 
pers; but he was well anſwered by 
another. Let us not complain; we 
« are under obligation; the Gentle... 
© men who write for the News- 


< papers make better ſpeeches for us 
_ © than we can make for ourſelves.” 


It may be wondered that Mr. Al- 
d-n T--nſ--d makes his appearance 
in this pamphlet; but let itberemem- 
bered that he is fond of oppoſing his 
old acquaintance the City Patriot, 
and that he will force himſelf in any 
where to do him a miſchief. 


The 
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The Writer of theſe proceedings 
has nothing farther to ſay, but that 
he hopes the French and Spaniards 
will encourage the publication, by 
becoming large purchaſers; of which 
he has the better hope, becauſe the 
houſe of Bourbon has lately become 
the avowed protector of | Liberty. 
They will have no difficulty in pro- 
curing as many copies as they pleaſe 
to order: they will be ſafely con- 
veyed in Dutch bottoms; and the 
Dutch are neutral to every thing but 
the getting money. 


— 
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Dom. Comm. Jovis, 25 Nov. die. 


—_ © - 
iin 


Anno. 20* Georgii III. Regis, 177% R 


Fas few introductory words to this 5 


piece, will, neceſſarily, be in ſubſtance the 
ſame as thoſe prefixed to the Ax ICI A- 
TIoNn of 1778, yet for form ſake, it will 
be proper to ſtate the little ceremonies 
that preceded the more important buſineſs 
of the day. 


At half paſt two o'clock, the gentleman 
uſher of the black rod was admitted into 
the H—e of C—ns, in conſequence of three 
raps which he gave at the door. Having 
made three bows on his advance towards 
the table, he informed the S——-r, that his 
— tt ws f 


B Commons 
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Commons in the H—e of Lords; on which 
the accuſtomed crowd ruſhed forwards, 
eager to teſtify their loyalty where it was 
moſt juſtly due. We give the ſubſtance 
of the K—g's fpeech, in compliment to 
the worthy members of adminiſtration who 
framed it; declining to publiſh the whole, 
not only as it might be deemed an affront 
to the auguſt perſonage who delivered it, 
but as it would be a kind of literary cruelty 
to rob the miniſters of thoſe ſtrokes of elo- 
quence which are more peculiarly their 
own.—The Speech was to the following 
effect; —it ſaid, that 


« The critical fituation and uncommon 
emergency. of public affairs, had induced his 
M—— to affemble his parliament at fo 
early * a ſeaſon of the year, that they might 
have the more time to deliberate on the 


weighty affairs that would call for their con- 
JG. 


« That ——_— 
hitherto been 2 to the giving an 
effetual 


N. B. The P—— was not aſſembled 
earlier than uſual. 
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effeftual check to the inſolence of the houſe 
of Bourbon, yet be did not doubt but that the 
period would foon arrive, when that event, 
fo much to be wiſbed for, wb be accom- 
Pliſbed. 


 « That theugh ſome of our Ne- India 
iſlands had been reduced, and others were 
threatened by the enemy, yet that he did not 
doubt, but that the former would be re-taken, 
and the latter efectually protected. 


Hat though the American war had been 
protrafted beyond the term that might have 
been reaſonably expected, yet ſuch Reps had 
been now taken, and ſuch vigorous efforts 
would be uſed, that there was little doubt 
but another campaign would reduce the re- 
belt to fuch a fituation, that they would be 
glad to compromiſe the difference on ſuch 
terms, as would be mutually advantageous to 
the mother country and her colonies. 


Wat the attempts of the Spaniards a- 
gainſt Gibraltar had been hitherto fruſtrat- 
ed; that they could have little hope of ſucceſs, 

from 
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from the natural and artificial ftrength of 
that fortreſs, and that they had not hitherto 
made, nor were likely to make, any attempt 
on the iſland of Minorca. 


« That he had rectived aſſurances of the 
. affeftance of his brother of Denmark, and had 
no doubt but that Ruſſia and Pruſſia would 
lend their aid in ſupport of the common cauſe, 
if it ſhould be found neceſſary. 


« That our internal defence was greater 
than ever before known, all parties having 
united to ſtrengthen the hands of govern- 
ment, ſo that public credit had not ſuffered 
even at an apparent time of public danger. 


« Nevertheleſs, that he was as much as 
ever diſpoſed to put an end to the calamities 
of war, whenever ſuch a defirable event 
could be obtained in a manner conſiſtent with 
the honour of his crown, and the juſt rights 
of his ſubje&ts, which it ſhould be his care to 


preſerve inviolate. 
« That the proper officers ſhould inmedi- 
ately lay before his faithful Commons the pro- 
per 
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5 
per eſtimates of the expences of the enſuing 
year *; that he was greatly concerned that 
any additional burdens on the ſubje& would 
be neceſſary ; but that his faithful Commons - 
might be aſſured, that his economy ſhould be 
conducted on the moſt rigid plan, and a pro- 
per application made of the money which 
might be voted ; wherefore he had na doubt, 
but that they would make the neceſſary 
proviftons for continuing the war, as the 
moſt probable means of ſecuring a GOP 
honourable peace. 


« The Speech ended with a full reliance on 
the wiſdom and unanimity of Parliament ; 
and a preſage of what happy eſfecis might be 
expected from the known abilities and con- 
duct of his Admirals and Generals; the va- 
lour of his fleets and armies, and the fidelity 
and loyalty of his ſubjefs in general.” 


The C——ns having returned from the 
houſe of L—ds, the ſpeech was read from 
the chair, in conſequence of which a junior 
member moved for an addreſs, and this was 

ſeconded 


 ® This part of the Speech is atways faith- 
fully complied with. 
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ſeconded by another of about equal ſtanding 
in the houſe. This addreſs, as uſual, was de- 
ſigned to echo the ſpeech, ſentence by ſen- 
tence, and to expreſs the unanimity of the 
houſe at a juncture ſo critical, and its reſolu- 
tion to ſupport the meaſures of government. 
It is unneceſſary to paint the affected heſita- 
tion, the idle apologies, and pretended em- 
barraſſments, with which theſe fpeeches 
vere delivered; nor is it neceſſary to ſay how 
much the public ſecurity, either in fact or 
in reality, was extolled. The ſpirit of the 
malecontents in America was daily declin- 
ing General Clinton had obtained great 
and ſingular advantages Our Fleet rode 
triumphant in the Channel, and our ſeamen 
were in health and ſpirits; while the Fleet 
of the enemy ſought ſhelter in harbour, and 
the men were dying by thouſands :—the 
people were fatisfied, and a ſpirit of con- 
tentment reigned through the kingdom ; 
while nothing was wanting to give vigour 
to our efforts, but unanimity in the great 
council of the Kingdom. We now proceed 
to give a ſketch of the debates which fol- 


lowed, on the propoſed amendment to the 
addreſs. Lord 
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Lord J. C—uv—d—fþ. Sir, the Buſineſs 
of this firſt day of the ſeſſion is generally 
deemed of the utmoſt conſequence, and 
as ſuch it ought to be treated. I wifh my 
abilities were equal to the arduous taſk 1 
have taken in hand, of endeavouring to 
awake this houſe to a ſenſe of its own im- 
portance, that it might aſſert its conſtitu- 
tional right of controuling Miniſters, by 
whom, generally ſpeaking, we ourſelves 
are controuled. Miniſters, Sir, are as much 
accountable to this houſe as any one of its 
Members is to his Conflituents; and it is 
our duty to take care that they do not lon- 
ger deceive and impoſe on the people, by 
blinding the eyes of the Sov n. In for- 
mer periods, however loudly we may ex- 
claim againſt the corruption of thoſe times, 
no Miniſter dared to have gone thoſe 
lengths which later Minifters have done : 
no, Sir, his head muſt have paid the forfeit 
of his miſdeeds; for there was then a ſpi- 
rit, a vigour in this houſe, which I truſt is 
not yet altogether loft; I truſt that ſome 
of that Patriotic blood which flowed in the 
veins of our Anceſtors, yet remains to warm 

and 
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and to animate their poſterity. I could wiſh 
that ſome other Gentleman had under- 
taken the taſk that falls to my lot this day; 
but it is neceſſary that ſomething ſhould 
be done to rouſe the ſleeping genius of this 
Country, and to unbind the eyes of one of 
the worthieſt, but the moſt deceived, of man- 
kind: and for theſe reaſons I move that 
no part of the intended addreſs to the 
throne ſhould be retained, but that which 
expreſſes our reſpect for his Majeſty, im- 
mediately after which I propoſe that the 
tollowing words ſhould be ſubſtituted : 


* Your faithful C—mm—ns, aſſured of 
your M——y's warmeſt wiſhes for the wel- 
fare of all your people, and your zealous en- 
deavours to promote the true honour and dig- 


> nity of your Crown, fincerely condole with 


you on that unhappy ſeries of inattention, 
blunder, and miſmanagement, which fore- 
bodes all kinds of evil to the former, and bids 
fair to tarniſh the ſplendor of the latter. We 
have melancholy experience that the moſt li- 
beral grants that ever a confiding P———t 
gave to @ beloved $———n have failed, in 
alnoft 
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almoſt every inſtance, to produce the ſulutaty 
effets for which they were given : Armies 
have been raiſed, and Fleets equipped in 
vain: this Country is yet the derifion of its 
enemies, and the ſcorn of thoſe to whom it has 
been accuſtomed to give Law; fo that there 
can ſcarcely remain a doubt but there has been 
great miſmanagement in the diſtribution of 


been given to our Commanders by Sea and 
Land, as have rendered their perſonal brave- 
ry, and profe — = equally ineffeftual. 


* Wherefore your 1 moſt faithful 
Cmm—ns, in real anxiety for. your M—y's 
and the public welfare, humbly entreat your 
M--—y to order the proper Officers to lay be- 
fore the Houſe a faithful account of theexpen- 
diture of the public money for two years paſt, 
particularly ſo much of it as hath been iſſued 
for the payment of our Fleets and Armies; and 
likewife that you will be pleaſed to order co. 
pies of the orders that have from time to time 
been given to our Commanders by Sea and 
Land, within the term abovementioned, that 
your . C—mm—ns may be enabled to 

C form 


the public money, or that ſurb orders have . 
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form a proper judgment how the public mo- 
ney has been applied: and we promiſe your 
M——y every affiſtance in our power in this 
important crifes of public affairs, and that we 
will exert ourſelves to ſupport and maintain 
the true honour and dignity of * Croum 
and Kingdoms.” 


Having offered this amendment, Sir, to 
the conſideration, and I hope to the con- 
currence, of the houſe, I truſt it will not 
be neceſſary to expatiate on the good ef- 
fects it muſt have, if the requiſition ſhould 
be complied with. Parliament will be well 
informed, the truth will be known, and we 
can either grant liberally, or with-hold our 
grants, as we may be enabled to. judge, 
whether the public money will or will not 
be entruſted in hands that are worthy to 
have the diſpoſal of it. If we find that 
turpitude and venality which is too much 
to be feared, we can humbly ſolicit the 
Throne for a removal of thoſe M rs, to 
whom we know that this country is indebt- 
ed for the principal ſhare of thoſe calami- 
ties in which ſhe is involyed. 


This 
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This motion was ſeconded by Sir W—m 
M—r—dth, who ſaid its importance was 
ſo ſelf-evident, that he hoped, what in- 
deed he could not expect, that it would 
paſs without oppoſition. | 


'» 


Mr. R—ghby objected to the whole of the 
amendment, but particularly that part of 
it which hinted at miſmanagement of the 
public money. I do not often trouble you, 
Mr. Speaker, nor will I be tedious now; 
but I am clearly of opinion, that no part 
of the public money is improperly appli- 
ed, and I am ſure that a great proportion 
of it is laid out in the moſt proper manner. 
The diſtribution of the money granted by 
parliament always has been, and always 
ought to be, in the power of the miniſtry : 
— they are the beſt judges how it ought to 
be diſpoſed of, and modern times, I be- 
lieve, has not produced one inſtance of its 
miſapplication; but certain ſums muſt be 
laid out for certain purpoſes, which it is not 
proper the world ſhould know; and ac- 
quainting this houſe with its diſpoſal, 
would be the ſame thing as telling it to 

| the 
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the whole world; ſince whatever paſſes 
here, is ſuxe to get abroad by means of the 
public prints; not without great ſuſpicion, 
that certain. honourable. Gentlemen not 
only publiſh their own ſpeeches, but thoſe 
of others, as completely as their memory 
can contain them ; and theſe publications 
muſt be highly prejudicial, as they acquaint 
our enemies with our proceedings almoſt 
as ſoon, as we know them ourſelves. I 
have a Gentleman in my eye, whoſe 
ſpeeches being always printed verbatim, 
and generally. within eighteen hours after 
they are delivered, no doubt can remain 
but that they are ſent to the printer — 


they are ſpoken. 


This called up Mr. W--k--s; but the 
end, the former Gentleman, reſumed his 
ſeat, and then the latter proceeded as fol- 
lows ——lx general caſcs, I am no enemy 
to the liberty of the preſs; but in this 
particular inſtance, it is. more pernicious 
than its licentiouſneſs. With regard to 
what I have ſaid of money-matters, all the 

world 
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world muſt know that it affects not myſelf; 
give me a bottle, a boon companion, and 
a joke, and I am the happieſt fellow in his 
Majeſty's dominions, For the reaſons I 
have given, I diſſent from the motion for 
the amendment, as totally improper, and 
calculated to clog the wheels of govern- 
ment, and render ineffectual our endea- 
vours for the public ſervice. 


Mr. W--1k now rifing, the Houſe was 
tolerably attentive, in expectation of a ſpe- 
cimen of that wit of which he poſſeſſes no 
inconſiderable ſhare. He wondered why 
the honourable Gentleman who ſpoke laſt, 
ſhould object to the amendment, and in 
particular to that part of it which hinted 
at an improper diſpoſal of the public mo- 
ney, if he himſelf was totally innocent. 
It is not very common for thoſe to decline 
a ſcrutiny, who have no reaſon to dread 
the event of it. I would not wiſh, Sir, 
any more than the honourable Gentle- 
man, to take up time by a tedious ha- 
rangue; but his being clearly of opinion, 
that no part of the public money is miſ- 

m7. applied 
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applied, does not alter 'my opinion, that 
almoſt every part of it is. I regard not the 
opinions or the aſſertions of any man. 
The man is not yet born who is to frame 
my creed. [Here was a loud laugh.] I 
am naturally tenacious of giving credit. 
The honourable Gentleman ſays, he is 
ſure a great proportion of the public mo- 
ney is laid out in the moſt proper manner; 
if he means that part of it which is allot- 
ted to the. payment of the forces, I deny 
that a ſingle ſhilling is properly applied. 
We ought not to have any army at all. 
Our inſular ſituation renders it totally un- 
neceſſary. Soldiers in an iſland (its militia 


_ excepted) is a contradiction in terms. I 


would allow his M „and this only for 
parade ſake, half a dozen lizht horſe, to 
gallop before him to Kew or to Windſor; 
but not another ſoldier would I have in 
the realm. Sailors are our natural de- 
fence; on their valour we may ſafely de- 
pend; but the military are only the tools 
of arbitrary power, and the badge of ſla- 
very; mere mercenaries, who prey on the 


* to whom they cannot render one 
eſſential 
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eſſential ſervice. In caſe of a civil war 
ſoldiers might be neceſſary; but heaven 
be praiſed, that is not likely to happen; 
the preſent Sovereign ſits enthroned in the 
hearts of his ſubjects. The parliament of 
Charles the Iſt, found its uſe in the ſol- 
diery; men then took up arms in behalf 
of freedom; the bleſſing. of heaven at- 
tended their endeavours, and they nobly 
aſſiſted in bringing the tyrant to the block. 
I am ſure there is a noble Duke“ in the 
other houſe, who would thank: me for this 
obſervation :—the deſcendant of a tyrant, 
he is the warmeſt friend of freedom, and 
has had the virtue to avow that he rejoic- 
ed in the deco//ation. He knows and feels 
that Tyrannicides is the proper appellation 
of thoſe firm patriots, who, ſoon after the 
| Reftoration, were murdered under the 
name of Regicides. I would beg pardon 
for this digreſſion; but it may be ſome- 
times proper to call back the attention of 
Gentlemen. to thoſe periods which hath 
bleſſed them. even with the little of liberty 
they now enjoy. Gentlemen will ſay, that 

| whatever 
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whatever may be the caſe in general, we 
have a preſent occaſion for ſoldiers, to 
quell the inſurgents, (I cannot call them by 
a harſher name) in America. The Scottiſh 
phraſe for theſe brave oppoſers of miniſterial 
tyranny is Rebels, which may not be im- 
proper in the North, for they beſt know 
what rebellion means. They have rebel- 
led more than once, without the ſlighteſt 
provocation, and the time does not ſeem 
to be far diſtant when [Here the Orator 
was called to order; but reſuming his diſ- 
courſe, ſaid] I aver, that there could be no 
neceſſity to have fent troops to America, 
becauſe it could not be neceffary that there 
ſhould be any reſiſtance. The Americans 
ſought not war—they intreated, they pe- 
titioned, they remonſtrated; but entreaty, 
petition, and remonſtrance were equally 
vain. The Miniſtry, who had driven them 
into the -war, whoſe ſavage inhumanity 
compelled them to arms, turned a deaf car 
to their complaints, and ſpurned thoſe 
whom they ſhould have cheriſhed: at 
length their patience was exhauſted, they 
found that the hearts of the Miniſtry of 
| this 


chat would bluſh that all the Weed: 
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this kingdom | were © hard as the nether 
+ mill-ſtone.” Then did they take a refo- 
lution worthy themſelves, worthy the imi- 
tation of future ages: then did they lay 
the corner - ſtone of that noble fabric, which, 
as it is the glory of the preſent, ſhall be the 
wonder of future times. The honourable 
Gentleman who ſpoke laſt,. has told us that 
he is no enemy to the liberty of the preſs ;1 
hope not, for it has been a friend to him: 
own table, but for the — af the 
Printer of the Public Ad vertiſer, who 
kindly took in the Cubs, licked them into 
ſhape, and ſent them into the world in a 
better dreſs than their Maſter could be- 
ſtow on them. The Gentleman has hint- 
ed that my ſpeeches are printed verbatim. 
I avow, and boaſt of the fact. I have ſent 
many ſpeeches to the papers, and am of | 
opinion that no Man ought to make a 


ſpeech that he would bluſh to read; >: 


| ſhould ron ebat. he has ſpoken. [mts 25446 
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tell the whole truth, and ſome of them fo 
puſillanimous as to diſguiſe, and others fo 
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tion this 25s an anſwer to the honourable 
Gentleman's. obſervation, that the publica- 
tion of out ſpeeches is prejudicial, by ac- 
quainting our Enemies with our proceed- 
ings. I believe not; I am afraid our Ene- 
mies have other friends within certain 
walls than {Here Mr. W---s was called to 
order; but being permitted to proceed, 
added} the Printers af the public papers, 
few of whom are courageous enough te 


baſe as to falſify the fact. The Miniſtry 
have their paper too; a paper open to the 
inſertion of eyery thing that ought not to 
be tead; and if a proper degree of virtue 
and public ſpitit exiſted in this Country, it 
would be a paper no longer; for it would 
not ſind a ſingle reader: yet fo tenacious 
am I of the liberty of the Prefs, that I 
would got ſuppreſs cven this publication,” 
though I ſhould. be abuſed in it every day, 
and I know it to be conducted by a Parſon, 
lan univerſal laugh] I will not detain _ 


von longer, Sis, than while I give my 
bear © affect. to I amend- 
* 5 ment, 


* 
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ment, which I think calculated to afford 
fome light to thoſe who have long © ſat in 
* darknefs, and in the ſhadow * 
Mr. 85 55 T- 3 eth chiefly to 
make one remark on a ſentence that had 
fallen from the Gentleman who fpoke laſt. 
He fays he is naturally tenaeious of giving 
credit : I wiſh he had been equally tem-' 
cidus of taking it; it would hive been 
much better, if not for himſelf, at leaſt for 
thoſe who were once his friends, on the 
ſuppoſition that he was a friend to his 
Country; but [Here M. T——d was called 
to order, and fat down ſcouling under the 
penthouſe: of his eyes, in his ufual- way 
when he is diſpleaſed ; though when mat- 
ters take à turn agreeable to his withes, 
few men have a more ingenuous counte- 
Mr. N. e Ell-s objected to the a- 
mendment, as unneceſſary, and not calcu- 
lated to anſwer any one good purpoſe. He 
ſaid that the laying papers before the houſe 
tended only to create confuſion when real 
buſineſs ſhould be diſpatched, and obſerv- 
ed, 
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fact, did not ſeem to have any weight with 
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ed, as he had done laſt year, that the Ad- 
dreſs was little elſe. than an echo of the. 
ſpeech, and to be conſidered merely as a 
compliment to the S--v--r--n : there could 
therefore be no kind of harm in voting it 
as ĩt uſually had been voted, which indeed 


would infallibly be the caſe if they ſhould 


wrangle till the morning. [This ſort of 
reaſoning, though it might be founded in 


the Patriots, who thought it right to make 
ane more ſtruggle for the declining liberties 
of their ——_ The * "was taken AY 


* 2 LM whoſe ſpeech was 
nearly in the following words: The ſilence 
of Miniſters on an occaſion of this kind, 
ſhall-be no pattern for me; they are always 
filent when they ought to ſpeak, and gene- 
rally ſpeak when they ought to be filent. 
I take up the Idea of the honourable Gen- 


tleman who ſpoke the laſt ſave two. He 


tells us, and he tells us truly, that © Sailors 

are our natural defence; on their valour 
we may fafely depend.” This is a truth, Sir, 
* * + that 
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that ought to be written in letters of gold. 
I was abuſed, traduced, calumniated, in a 
pamphlet publiſhed laſt year, entitled Antici- 
pation, on account of my attachment to na- 
val ſervice, my veneration for the wonder- 
ful mechaniſm of a ſhip; but my attach- 
ment to the ſervice is not abated, and, if 
poſſible, my veneration for the art of Ship- 
building is increaſed : the art of Navigati- 
on, indeed, has not been much improved or 
honoured of late. The failing from port to 
port on our own coaſt, the taking care to 
keep out of danger, the ſlipping by the 
enemy in the night, and the timely coming 
to an anchor at Spithead or in Torbay, 
ſeem now to comprize almoſt the whole of 
the naval art---Some exceptions, » ſome 
glorious exceptions indeed, have : ariſen. 
A Farmer, a Pearſon, a Piercy have taught 
us what Engliſh Commanders ſhould be; 
and a Keppel would have carried our naval 
triumph to the higheſt pitch, if the enemy 
had poſſeſſed a ſpark of courage; or if there 
had been an utter impoſſibility of our Ad- 
miral receiving inſtructions from a certain 
board: [Order! order I] I am to order, Sir; 
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but what I have ſaid relates not to this houſe. 
There is a perſon whom the pamphlet I have 
alluded to calls Noah. I do not fee much 
propriety in the compariſon between him 
and the Noah of antient days: what ſimi- 
larity there is will be beſt ſeen by a refe- 
rence to an antiquated volume called the 
Bible, from which I thall be the more free 
to quote, as I believe it is not much read 
but by a very few members of this aſſem- 
bly. The few among us who read Hebrew, 
may have ſeen in the Original what I ſhall, 
in imitation of an honourable Gentleman 
on this {ide of the houſe, © tranſlate for the 
Country Gentlemen. I ö could have 
read what I wiſh to quote in that tranſla- 
tion of the Bible now in uſe, but it was 
made in the reign of the Pedant James the 
firſt, and I hate every thing that has a refer- 
ence to the houſe of Stuart. We are told, 
Sir, in the hiftory I refer to, that © the Sons 
- * of God ſaw the Daughters of Men, that 
they were fair; and they took them wives 
of all which * choſe.” That the Noah 
e 
| * Here Cb B—rre knit his braws and 
looked fierce, for he alſo had been ſneered at 


in the pamphlet of laſt year. 
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of this day has ſeen the beauty of the 
Daughters of men, and that he has taken 
to him ſuch as he choſe, no Man will de- 
ny; but we are told farther, that © every 
imagination of the thoughts of his heart 
« was only evil continually.“ In this in- 
ſtance, perhaps, the "compariſon will hold 
good: * But Noah found grace in the eyes 
of the Lord.“ Our modern Noah, I be- 
lie ve, finds no grace in any eyes but thoſe 
of our ſ—v--r--n lord the K--g, and in thoſe 
of a few buſſoons and fidlers. Noah was 
inſtructed in the art of Ship-butilding, in 
confequence of which he conſtructed the 
ark, which preferved him and his family 
from the violence of the flood. Hence, Sir, 
the origin of Ship-building, an art which I 
ſo greatly admire. But what has this to 
do with the character of our modern Noah? 
He knows nothing of the art of Ship- 
building, and is more ignorant of na- 
vigation than a Weſt- country bargeman. 
Noah begat three ſons.“ I ſuppoſe 
our modern Noah bas begotten three 
hundred: but they are diſperſed through 
the World, and, in the literal ſenſe of 
the phraſe, they are the Filii Populi. 
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„The Lord ſaid unto Noah, come thou, 
« and all thy: houſe, into the Ark.” I 


4 | have heard preachers in my time that 
+ | have been wonderfully fond of allego- 
3 ries. Theſe Gentlemen would have com- 
2 pared the ark to a certain royal hoſpital, 


which has received great part of what 
may be deemed the houſbold of Noah, 
and I have heard that it is in contetnpla- 
tion for the Scotch furveyor and architet 
to build two additional wings, for the re- 
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* ception of all the voters of the county of 
= Huntingdon. Noah was commanded to 
v8 take into the ark, « of every clean beaſt 


by ſevens, and of beaſts that were not 
« clean by two, the male and his female.” 
Has not the modern Noah reverſed the 
obedience to this command, and given 
4 the preference to the unclean beaſts? It 
N would be as endleſs as fruitleſs to go 
1 on with quotations, and make the ap- 
4 plications. In fat, the characters do 
1 not apply, and there was more of malice 
1 than of wit in the alluſion, in the pamphlet 
1 L refer to. Noah's ark refted, in the ſe- 
4 venth month, on the mountains of Ararat. 


z — 
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Our ark, I fear, will not reſt in twice ſeven 
years. Noah ſent forth a raven and a dove. 
We have ſent forth a raven, which has gone 
croaking through the world: the dove we 
have idly thought to retain, till ſhe has fled 
from us never to return, We cannot put 
Forth our hands, and pull her into the ark. 
It is true that ſhe has offered the olive-branch 
| of peace, which we madly rejected; and now 
has the taken her eternal reſidence on the 
other fide the Atlantic. Peace be with her, 
and with thoſe who hover under the ſhadow 
of her wings! I was abuſed laſt year, Sir, 
for quoting the examples of the ancients as 
patterns for the moderns: I will not again 
tranſgreſs in that way, though I thiak we 
might have profited by the hints then given; 
but I will ſpeak to a few facts, which have 
fallen immediately within my own know- 
ledge, or which I have received from the 
moſt indubitable authority. Sir, a contagi- 
ous ſickneſs is ſaid to prevail among the fleet 
of the enemy; an equal contagion prevails 
among our own ; and the reaſon of this is 
obvious: the ſame inactivity, the ſame peſti- 
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lential air has infected both. The fleets 
were ſo long in contact, without coming to an 
engagement, that it is no wonder if the con- 
tagion ſhould ſpread. Phyſicians and natu- 
raliſts will tell us, Sir, that fire rariſies the 
air, and of conſequence promotes health. In 
this caſe then a little gunpowder would have 
been uſeful ; but this was reſerved to make 
ſquibs and crackers for the boys of London 
and Weſtminſter to throw abaut, to the ter- 
ror and danger of the inhabitants, on ſome 
night of rejoicing for nothing done, on the 
publication of ſome extraordinary Gazette; 
extraordinary only, as it ſerves to publiſh 
the imbecillity of old England, and the trea- 
chery of her miniſters —The ſupplying our 
fleets with vegetables, Sir, has been no bet- 
ter attended to this year than it was the laſt. 
I fay nothing to the potatoes, becauſe 1 am 
convinced the ſeaſon has been unfavourable 
to their vegetation, and becauſe I do nat 
wiſh for a reply from the honourable Gen- 
tleman who laſt year boaſted that he had 


n 


Mr. P—nton. ? 
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treated an auguſt perſonage with a ſample 
of the very potatoes of which I then com- 
plained. Allowing this to be fact, and I will 
never doubt the aſſertion of any honoura- 
ble Gentleman, what does it amount to? Are 
K—gs the moſt compleat judges of potatoes, 
and is the rl taſte never perverted ? Let 
any of the Miniſtry anſwer in the affirma- 
tive if they dare.—But ſtill, Sir, the parſnips, 
the tarnips, and the carrots, are as putrid, 
as tough, and as dry as they then were; 
nor are they ſupplied at the beſt hand; but 
purchaſed, as the ſour-crout for America 
was ſome years ſince, at ten times more than 
they are worth. A worthy friend of mine, 
a dealer in vegetables in Covent-Garden 
market, has aſſured me, that he could fur- 
niſh government infinitely cheaper than the 
preſent price. Even in the articles of vege- 
tables, Sir, the French have the advantage 
of us; for by late advices it appears, that 
they hang them on the outſides of their ſhips, 
which anſwers the double purpoſe of keep- 
ing them freſh, and of repelling the guns of 
the enemy in cafe of an engagement. This 

* E 2 ought 
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ought to furniſh a hint for us—4 ho/te docerr. 
Let us too garniſh the ſides of our veſſels 
with vegetables, or rather let us hang them 
in the rigging, (for it is at that the French 
fire) and defy the aſſault of the foe. I am 
aware, that the ſhip in which the young 
Prince fails, will not be ill ſupplied with 
the produce of the vegetable world ; but, 
Sir, other people are to have their health 
conſulted as well as princes; and I cannot 
ſee any reaſon that a man of ſuperior rank 
| ſhould be kept in health, while the honeſt 
tar is eaten up with the ſcurvy. But I de- 
cline ſaying any more on the ſubjeQ, as our 
fleets have not lately kept long enough at 
ſea to dread much from the attacks of that 
fatal diſeaſe.—Sir, I have nothing more to 
ſay, but that I ſhall give my vote for the 
amendment, as one probable means of bring- 
ing the Miniſtry, if not to a ſenſe of their 
errors, (of which I deſpair) at leaſt to the 
puniſhment due to their crimes. | 


Mr. P—nt—1 ſaid, That he did not often 
trouble the Houſe, but muſt beg its indul- 
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gence for a few moments, not in reply to 
the honourable Gentleman who ſpoke laſt, 
(for it would be idle to think of replying to 
a man who had ſaid a great deal about no- 
thing) but in regard to the article of pota- 
toes, of which he had really and bona fide 
had the honour to treat an illuſtrious per- 
ſonage, whoſe predilection in favour of po- 
tatoes was ſo well known, that from the 
time of a late royal demiſe to his marriage, 
theſe vegetables had furniſhed his conſtant 
ſupper; a proof of that ceconomy and mo- 
deration which has diſtinguiſhed his future 
life. 


Mr. 7. 2 expreſſed himſelf in the 
following terms. I am aſtoniſhed, Sir, that 
any honourable gentleman can talk of pota- 
toes, when the weal of an empire is at ftake. 
It is of little importance to us how we are 
fed, when the doubt is, whether we ſhall 
long feed at all. The ſituation, Sir, of this 
country, is deplorable beyond ' deſcription. 
America, the great ſource of our riches, is 
for ever loſt; the brighteſt jewel in the 


crown, 
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crown, is for ever diſplaced. Our Weſt-In- 
dia iflands are ſome of them taken, and the 
reſt in a fair way to be ſo. Jamaica, Sir, was 


captured from the Spaniards in the time of 


the Protector, Cromwell; it will probably 
revert to the Spaniards during the xo Pro- 
tec ro hip of the preſent Miniſtry—I hope 
not, Sir; I ſpeak only my fears. St. Vin- 
cent's and Grenada were of ſome conſe- 
quence ; but no more of them :—De morturs 
nil niſi bonum. They were once valuable. 
Jamaica, if I am rightly informed, produces 
more ſugar and rum than all our other iflands 
in the Weſt-Indies. I am a friend to the im- 
portation of rum, as its conſumption muſt 
proportionably decreaſe that of French bran- 
dy. Our merchants are at this moment 
anxious for the fate of Jamaica, on which 


their own conſequence may eſſentially de- 


pend. Our Minifters have been wrong in 
all their proceedings, from the outſet to the 
preſent moment; and ſuch is their inibecil- 
lity, ſuch the contempt in which they are 
held by. foreign powers, that we have not 
one ally on whoſe _ we can aſſuredly de- 
pend. 
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pend. The King of Pruſſia is doubtful at 
the leaſt; and if he were inclined to aſſiſt 
us, he ean do us no ſervice in the naval line. 
The Empreſs of Ruſſia may lend her aid 
when the froſt ſhall have given her permiſ- 
fion to put her veſſels under way; and that 
may be four or five months after we have 
no occaſion for their ſervice. We have 
heard ſomething ſaid this day of the friend- 
ſhip of Denmark ; but what is Denmark ? 
She weighs nothing in the ſcale of Europe 
We might as rationally hope aſſiſtance from 
Barbary and her corſairs. Sir, I muſt beg to 
call the attention of the Houſe to other ob- 
jects, and cannot but lament, that ſo many 
Gentlemen are gone to dinner, when ſuch 
important matters are before us; as if cat- 
ing was the great buſineſs of life. Sir, I am 
bold to aver, that we have been wrong in all 
our proceedings, from the commencement of 
the accurſed American war, to the preſent 
moment. The Miniſters, with all their ef- 
frontery, dare not ſay that we have been 
right in a angle inſtance. Nothing, Sir, 

can 
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can equal the obſtinacy of the Migiſter. 
They have been repeatedly told of their er- 
rors ; but ſo far from reforming, they conti- 
nue their career in its full vigour, adding er- 
ror to error, and crime to crime. Would to 
God, Sir, their errors were compleated, the 
meaſure of their iniquities full, and that 
they were this inſtant to receive the reward 
which moſt aſſuredly awaits their crimes! It 
is © a confummation devoutly to be wiſhed.” 
One Gentleman in office was to over-run 
America, and cut the throats of all the Yan- 
tier (as they are contemptuouſly called) with 
five thouſand men; but experience has told 
us, that fifty thouſand would be ineffectual 
to the purpoſe; and I will be bold to ſay, 
that America cannot be fubjugated by any 
force we can ſend againſt her. Three mil- 
lions of people fighting pro arzs & fects, for 
every thing they hold dear and valuable, are 
not ealily brought to bow the neck to the 
yoke of Miniſterial tyranny. Miniſters know 
this, Sir; they know, though they will not 
acknowledge, that the ſpirit of freedom is 
unconquerable. 1 wiſh they would read the 


hiſtory 
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hiſtory of Maffaniello of Naples, and 
other pieces of the like kind, which would 
teach them what amaſing effects may ariſe 
from public virtue animating even a ſingle 
breaſt. What then will they ſay when the 
whole weſtern World is in Arms, from mo- 
tives the moſt pure and laudable, ſelf-de- 
fence, and the general rights of mankind? 
1 will not treſpaſs on that time which I 
know to be precious, but L have a few 
queſtions to aſk, though I have no expecta- 
tion of a ſerious reply to them. Will Mi- 
niſters be kind enough to tell us what is 
their plan? Have they any hope of reducing 
America to obedience, as they call it? Do 
they think that General Waſhington will 
command his troops to pile therr arms? or do 
they think that ſuch commands would be 

obeyed if they were iſſued? Can they con- 
_ ceive that our Soldiers will for ever fight 
and ſtarve on five-pence a Day ? Miſerable 
Devils as they are, there is not one of them 
but could cat three meals a day—if he could 
get them: but I repeat what an honourable 
gentleman ſaid before, reſpecting the Mili- 
F t 


1 | to enſure. ſucceſs to the Britiſh arms. As 
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tary. We have. no occaſion for Soldiers-—-. 

ey are a burden and a curſe to this coun- 
try, and I much fear they will one day. be- 
come an inſtrument in the hands of Mini-, 
ters, to rivet thoſe fetters they have long 
been forging for the free-barn En poten 
L could ſay much more, Sir, but 1 fear it 
would be in vain: Miniſters 2 grown cal- 
lous; they heed not, or they de ſpiſe, the 
complaints of the people. For the reaſons [ 
have aſſigned, and for a thouſand others 
that I could aſſign, I give my hearty concur- 
rence to the propoſed amendment to, the ad- 
dreſs to the throne. 


Tord G---ge Schu- aroſe to make one 
remark on the phraſe Pile their Arms. He 
confidered it is an affront to himſclf, as if 
he had iſſued ſuch orders as red Gene- 
ral B—e to the neceflity o piling his 
_ arms; on the contrary he had iſfned proper | 
orders, ſuch as he conceived the moſt likely 


to the reſt of the honourahle Gentlewan' S 


laboured barangue he ſhould take no notice 
of 
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of it, as it was fit only to be heard, laughed 
at and deſpiſed. 


Abel B--rre ſaid he would give fall cre- 
dit to the noble Lord's aſſertion. There 
were no Gentlemen ſo happy in iſſuing 
proper orders, as thoſe who. were the very 
worſt at obeying them. But, Sir, I de. not 
riſe for the. ſake of making a curſory. re- 
mark; 1 iſe to blame the whole conduct 
t Miniſtry, which, from their firſt en- 
trance into office, hath been marked with 
Error, abſurdity and guilf. They have gone 
on from blunder to blunder, and me 
crime to crime, till ſo great a. part of the 
'empire is diſmeinbered, and the reſt in ſack 
imminent danger, that 1 fear the time is haſ- 
tilly approaching when the meetings of this 
aſſembly will be ſuperfluous, for we ſhall 
have nothing left about which to debate. 
I told you lat year that Spain would join 
France and America. Was I wrong in my 
prediction? She has joined them, and God 
only knows what will be the conſequence. 
Lou, Sir, know, and Minifters know, that 
.. F 2 all 
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all my predictions have been fulfilled, But, 
Sir, matters are now in a much more deplo- 
rable way than they were laſt year: your 
copper - coloured allies, if they are allies at 
all, are of no uſe to their employers; 
even the wild Indians, the fayages as we 
call them, are not ſavage enough to fight 
the battles bf the preſent miniſters ; they 
bluſh through their bronze of copper, at 
the thought of being allied with the pale- 
faced Miniſter of the American Department. 
I need not repeat what has been ſaid a thou- 
ſand times in this Houſe, of the cruel 
butcheries that have been the conſequence 
of the American War, All that has been 


ſaid has failed to produce one good effect; 
let me therefore turn your attention to other 

objects. Scotland, Sir, is not now in an 
actual ſtate of Rebellion: ſhe has ſeen the 
fally, and felt the conſequence of rebelling; 
but ſhe will not endure your laws in favour 
of popery ; ſhe reſiſts the very idea of ſpiri- 
tual controul; yet highly favaured as ſhe is 
by the preſent miniſtry, ſhe will ſeek the 
firſt opportunity of revolting, if we purſue 


our 
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our preſent plan of oppreſſion. Ireland, 
Sir, ought to be now the object of our con- 
fideration. We ſee what determined oppo- 
ſition inſpires the breaſt of that Country; 
a Fazeze TRADER or ELsEZIII What, Sir, 
is that ELis E? Let thoſe whom it may con- 
cern make the beſt explication they can of 
this pte threat; but, while it is yet in our 
power, let us endeavour to retain the loyal- 
ty, by conſulting the intereſt, of Ireland. 
A Free Trade muſt be granted; if it be not 
granted it will be talen. The Iriſh will bear 
no more, They, have fifty thouſand Men 
in arms ready to ſupport their claim. Can 
we ſpare fifty thouſand to abide the conteſt; 
God. forbid, Sir, that it ſhould ever come to 
a conteſt; but ſomething muſt be immediate- 
ly done, or the conſequence will be fatal. 
I will tell you one fact that eomes within 
my unmediate knowledge. The Iriſh are 
the moſt determined people in the world: 
they do not haſtily reſolve, but when once 
the reſolution is formed, it becomes as irre- 
vocable as the laws of the Medes and Per- 
ſians. I have a letter in my pocket, from 
a worthy 
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a worthy friend in Crow-ſtreet, who infotms 
me that the rejoicings on the laſt anniverſa- 
ry of the birth of King William, were ſu- 
perior to any thing of the kind ever ſeen in 
Ireland. This, Sir, I will venture to pro- 
nounce the boldeſt threat ever given to the 
Miniſters of this Country. Thoſe who ce- 
lebrate the birth of our great -deliverer in 
ſongs of triumph, cannot but be determined 
enemies of a ſet of Men whoſe conduct 
ſafficiently marks their dependence on an in- 
tereſt of a different nature. - In one word, 
we muſt grant Ireland 'her wiſhes, or the 
conſequences will be fatal to this Country. 
Let me now call your attention to another 
object of no fmall importance. The Free- 
holders of Middleſex have been lately in- 
ſalted in a way that threatens, if not timely 
checked, to ſap the very vitals of this con- 
ſtitution. The Minifter, Sir, has dared to 
refuſe a vacating place to one Candidate, 
for the expreſs, though not the declared, pur- 
poſe of bringing in another. Lord N---h, 
Sir, hasin effect dared to'fay, « ] will be the 
os fole Elector for the County of Middleſex : 
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my voice ſhall determine who ſhall be the 
N * the freeholders ſhall ha ve no choice.” 
Enis, Sir, was an inroad on the conſtituti- 
on, a violation of the ſacred rights of Eng- 
liſnmen, that no Prime Miniſter before the 
preſent ever dared to make. We know all 
Miniſters to be Tyrants ; but it remained 
for the preſent, to ſhew to what an extent 
Tyranny can be carried. What, however, 
has been the conſequence of the noble 
Lord's procedure? It has drawn contempt, 
and I truſt it will draw vengeance on his 
head. There is no puniſhment equal to his 
crime. It was an intentional robbery of the 
- higheſt nature, and he is not fo properly an 
acceſſary, as a principal, before the fact. 
The Freehalders of Middleſex, Sir, would 
have been robbed of | their liberties, and 
through them the whole body of the Free- 
holders of this Country would have been 
defrauded: of their deareſt rights, but for the 


noble exertigns of a few ſpirited Men; and 
the generous compliance of one venerable 
Patriot with the wiſhes of the people. The 
good old Man, with one foot in the grave, 


. 
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has his head amidſt the Stars! He appears 
to have ſtepped forward, in the preciſe mo- 
ment of time, to become the Saviour of this 
Country, or gloriouſly to fall amidſt its ruins; 
for I am much miſtaken if the period be not 
at length arrived when Miniſtry will be 
made to tremble and retire, or when Engliſh- 
men may fit down with folded arms, and in 
deſpair abide the fate that may await them. 
But, Sir, we will not give up the conteſt tame- 
ly: we will have yet one ſtruggle more for 
Liberty, and if we muſt periſh, we will peri/h 
nobly : we will expire with Freedom in our 
months and on our hearts, and her exit ſhall 
be marked with many a ſcar. If I am warm, 
Sir, is it any wonder? does not the cauſe re- 
quite it? Sir, I do not gzeſs, or furmiſe, or 
believe, but I x xow, that matters are come 
to a criſis; and let thoſe who have deſerved, 
tale the conſequence. I could read you ma- 
ny papers of conſequence, Sir, but I am 
too well convinced that a deaf ear will be 
turned to my intelligence, however impor- 
tant; for the preſent, therefore, I ſhalt con- 
tent 
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tent myſelf with giving my hearty concur- 
rence to the propoſed amendment. 


Mr. Rete. I know, Sir, from vouchers 
too authentic, I know that the preſent ad- 
' miniſtration is not held in more contempt | 
than it ought to be; ye: I muſt confeſs my 
admiration at the langnage of that Speech, 
which has given riſe to the debate of this 
day ; and ſhall this Houſe echo ſuch a Speech? 
Shall it ſay that every thing is right, which 
it knows to be wrong? 1 am forry, Sir, that 
it ſhould be again neceſſary to advert to the 
American war in this place; but this war, 
one of the firſt cauſes of our ruin, ſtill pours 
its ſtream of diſtreſs with unabating rapidity, 
on this country; and we have nothing now = 
to expect, but the ſhipwreck of the ſtate. 
With France and Spain in the alliance of 
America, with the powers on the continent of 
Europe, hitherto deemed our firmeft allies, 
refuſing their aſſiſtance, what have we to 
hope? Cannot the Miniſtry at length tell 
us, that they are incapable of the taſk they 
have undertaken, and that they know not 

8 to 
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to ſteer the almoſt ſhip-wrecked veſſel into 
harbour? Cannot they reſign the helm to 
more {ſkilful and more honeſt pilots? To leſs 
{ſkilful and to leſs honeſt I am ſure they can- 
not. There was a time, Sir, when they 
boaſted in this Houſe, not of what they had 
done, but what of what they would do, in 
America. They were to over-run and re- 
duce the country with a handful of men. 
They have, indeed, over-run it, till their 
own men have been repeatedly reduced to a 
handful. No ſooner have their arms receiv- 
ed a check, which ought to make them bluſh 
at being thought the Miniſters of this coun- 
try, than they blazon their ill ſucceſs in ex- 
traordinary Gazettes, which the bawling 
heralds of fame give to the public, who read 
and bluſh to think how tery extraordinary 
they are! During the able preſidency of a 
late Prime Miniſter, our ſucceſſes were fo 
rapid and ſo numerous, that there remained 
not time, if there had been inclination, to 
amuſe the public with il|-digeſted accounts 
of battles half won. We had then ſolid, ſhort, 
well-digeſted accounts, not of what had been 
in contemplation, but of what had been actu- 
ally 
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ally performed. The writers were then the 
hiſtorians of their own actions, not the pre- 
tended heralds of miniſterial fame. It would 
be as ungenerous as unjuſt, to attribute to our 
commanders by ſea or land, the ill ſucceſs that 
has attended their endeavours. They have 
done all, and indeed more than all, that they 
ought to have done, in obedience to the 
commands of ſach maſters. The bravery of 
' our troops, if it has not altogether equalled, 
it has left nothing to reproach it in the an- 
mals of antiquity. Neither the Grecians or 
Romans ever fought with more zeal and ar- 
dour in the public cauſe, than our Britons . 
have fought in obedience to the commands 
of a ſet of Minifters—born indeed to com- 
mand—to be obeyed—and deſpiſed. 
America has been reflected on, in this Houſe, 
and in the public prints, for demanding 
more than her due ; and yet thoſe very Mi- 
niſters, whoſe agents were the refleQors, 
have offered abundantly more than ſhe ever 
aſked. The time is faſt approaching, when 
they will offer ſtill more; but even this will 
be rejected with contempt: and when two 
82 ar 
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or three more years are paſt, thoſe to whom 
we uſed to give laws will be dicators to us. 
I am not fond of predicting; but let Miniſ- 
ters remember what is now ſaid; let them 
compare the prediction with the late conduct 
of America, high-ſpirited and independent 
as it has been. Let them reflect how lately 
the American corſair * ravaged their coaſts ; 
and let them recognize and bluth at the ab- 
fardity of their own conduct, in claiming of 


the Dutch as a rebel, the neutral comman- 


der, (neutral to the Dutch at leaſt) who had 
taken ſhelter in the boſom of the Texel. 
The Americans, Sir, are now at leaſt on a 
par with ourſelves ; and they will yery ſoon 
be our ſuperiors. Methinks I ſee real ſo- 
vereignty fit enthroned under the ſhadow of 
her own vine in the weſtern world; I ſee her 
diſpenſing her own mild and equitable laws, 
and millions rejoicing in their happy effects! 
I think I can fee flill farther into futurity— 
Spain will not be long the tyranneſs of 
South America. Her ſlaves will catch fire 
* ah de at 
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at the ſacred flame of freedom, and the em- 


pire of liberty will be as extenfive as the 
continent ! 


The evil Genius of this country, Sir, ſeems 
to have marked her for deſtruction ; ſhe pur- 
ſues her every footſtep, nor will quit her till 
ſhe is levelled with the duſt! It is painful 
to have the eye continually on ſcenes of diſ- 


treſs; but whither ſhall we turn it to * 
a more chearful view! 


I would hope, that there is yet one poſſi- 
ble way of ſaving this country from utter 
ruin: Let the preſent ſtate pilots reſign 
that helm they are no longer capable of 
ſteering; let it be entruſted to the hands of 
men more able and more honeft. Though it 
be impoſſible to recover our former weight 
in the political ſcale, it may not be impoſſi- 
ble to prevent its falling with ſuch a force as 
to break the beam. With ſuch an Admini- 
firation as was formed by the late Lord Cha- 
tham, a few months would reſtore, in ſome 
meaſure, the declining credit of this country. 

. Our 
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Our fleets and armies withdrawn from Ame- 
rica, and directed againſt their proper object, 
the ſcandalous and unneceſſary war in which 
we are engaged muſt ſoon ceaſe; for I yet 
truſt we have vigour remaining to cruſh the 
perfidious houſe of Bourbon. —1I vote, Sir, 
for the amendment propoſed, from a con- 
viction that every thing ought to be done, 
to bring Miniſters to the bar of the Public, 
to anſwer for their repeated and atrocious 
<crimes. | | 
Mr. F—x gave an eloquent proof of his 
political knowledge, and the care he took to 
be well informed reſpecting the intereſts of 
His country. He mentioned his frequent 
predictions of the haſty ruin which was deſ- 
cending on this devoted land ; predictions, 
indeed, which did himſelf no particular ho- 
nour, becauſe any other man might have 
equally ſcen the rapid ſtrides we were mak- 
ing towards deſtruction. As he had ſo fre- 
quently reprobated the conduct of the Ame- 
Tican war, he would not loſe time, by endea- 
vouring to prove a fact univerſally ſeen. by 
10 every 
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every man who was not wilfully blind: 
he would only remark, that the original of 
the American war was a ſquabble for a par- 
cel of damaged tea, and it could hardly fail 
to end in the loſs of an empire! Fo the ſitua- 


tion of affairs in Ireland he would not ad- 


vert: the ſubje had been already mentioned 
by an honourable Gentleman, and its conſe- 
quences would be felt by thoſe who now 
turned a deaf ear to the complaints of their 
ſuffering fellow- fubjects. Of our ill ſucceſs 
in the Weſt-Indies I ſhall ſay nothing, it is 
too notorious not to ſtrike the obſervation of 
every Gentleman. Count d' Eſtaign, the 
moſt contemptible of all foreign characters, 
has triumphed in the territories of Great- 


Britain Give me leave, Sir, to make a ſnort 


obſer vation or two on the ſituation of our 
affairs in the Eaſtern world. Our little ſuc- 
ceſs in that quarter has been trumpeted by 
all the heralds of fame, as if we had obtain- 
ed poſſeſſion of a new empire ! In the name 
of honeſty and common-ſenſe, what are our 
Eaſtern acquifitions ?—How have they been 
obtained? Will not any man, leſs loſt to feel- 


| 
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ing than a Leaden-hall-ftreet Nabob, bluſh 
to anſwer the queſtion ? I know that great 
dependance i is had on the Eaſt-India trade; 
but I like wiſe know, that the French are un- 
dermining us, even in this article. But, Sir, 
will not dwell on a ſubject that is a diſgrace 
to our country. The making and unmaking 
Nabobs, for the purpoſes of acquiring mo- 
ney, is what a generous mind cannot bear 
to reflect on. It would be as endleſs as fruit- 
leſs, to recount the peculations of the Eaſt- 
ern world. When the luſt of wealth is to 
be gratified, its cravings are not appeaſed 
with flight oblations ! 


Our connections on the continent were 
never ſo little favourable as at the preſent 
moment. We cannot afford to pay any 
longer time thoſe troops of , mercenaries, 
who have hitherto drained our pockets to do 
us no kind of ſervice. If Ruſſia has not 
refuſed her aſſiſtance in expreſs terms, her 
equivocation amounts almoſt to a denial, 
Pruflia will lend us no kind of aid. How 
then are we to combat the combined force 
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bf the houſe of Bourbon? Whoſe help are 
we now to aſk? There was a time, Sir, 
when this coun try poiſed the fate of Europe; 
but thoſe happy days are over, and we now 
kick the beam. . 
It is true, that the ſpirit of adventure has 
gone forth, and our privateers have met 
with a reaſonable degree of ſucceſs; but 
what hath been done by our fleet ? For any 
thitig it has accompliſhed, might it not as 
well have remained in harbour tothe preſent 
fnoment ? Take a view of our fituation in 
any light, and we appear driving headlong 
to deſtruction, yet let us not tamely ſink un- 
der the weight, and give over all for loſt, 
without one ſtruggle for our expiring liber- 
ties. I will give my concurring voice for the 
propoſed amendment, on the principle that 
induces the drowning man to catch at a 

ſtraw. | 
Mr. $—b—ge faid a few words, very vio- 
lent, and replete with that republican ſpirit 
for which he is diftinguiſhed, He moved 
for an impeachment of the minifter, menti- 
oned ſomething of Tower-hill and Temple- 
H bar, 
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bar, talked of the neceſſity of making an ex- 
ample, and quoted that text of Daniel which 
ſays © It is better that one Man ſhould die, 
than that a whole nation ſhould periſh.” 
Mr. Dung would not enter into the me- 
rits of the queſtion before the houſe, nor ſay | 
how far he thought they were competent to 


its deciſion. He faid he did not care what 
might be the particular drift of the queſtion, 


but he was certain that it tended to the pub- 
lic good from the fide of tke houſe whence 


it had originated, as well as from that by 


which it had been, and would be, oppoſed: 


—he would therefore vote for the amend- 
ment without heſitation. 

Mr. $-1-c-t-r G-n-r-! took the © polite 
ſide of the queſtion, as if from habit to op- 
poſe a brother lawyer, and from duty (to 
himſelf) to ſupport the meaſures of admini- 
ſtration. He defended the Amarican War 


from the pranciple of cruſhing a hoſt of Rabels. 


He faid it was of ancient right, and war- 
ranted by long uſage, which was equal to 
law, that the Miniſters ſhould retain in that 
Houſe a number of Addreflers to echoe what 


11 Was 
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was delivered from the Th—e. He did not 
deny, but that there had been ſome errors 
in the conduct of the war, but ſaid, that if 
the matter were once brought to a legal iſſue, 
he had no doubt but that the houſe of Bour- 

don would be cat. He objected to the pro- 
poſed amendment, as being founded in abſur- 
dity, and r-plete with error. 
General C—1—y heſitated ſomething like a 
half ſpeech—he begged pardpn—he doubted 


his own abilities—he hoped—he preſumed = 


—he wiſhed, and he feared. ' He felt ſom 


warmth, but it appeared to be too little to 


ammate himſelf or any one elſe. He thought 
that America was for ever loſt; knew that 
ſome of our Weſt-India iſlands were gone, 
and trembled for the fate of the reſt. He 
doubted if even Scotland or Ireland were 
fafe:—yet he hoped—and he truſted that 
peace and harmony might be reſtored, and 
that zeal and unanimity would take a of 
languor and diſſenſion. 

The attention of the Houſe was now call- 
ed to the ſpeech of Lord N—h, who ſaid, 
that having liſtened attentively to what had 

H 2 been 
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been ſaid by all the honourable Gentlemen 
who ſpoke before him, he hoped he ſhould 
be as able, as he was ready, to give every ſa- 
tisfaction tothe Houſe. ——Mr. Speaker, I con- 
cur in ſome particulars with feveral of the 
Gentlemen who have been Speakers in the 
debate of this day ; but I cannot be of opini- 
nion, that the ſituation of this country is ſo 
deplorable as ſome of them have repreſented 
it. As I mean to ſpeak at large on the ſub- 
jeR, I ſhall take up the buſineſs from its 
commencement. It has been urged, that we 
have engaged in a war, unjuſt in itſelf, and 
ruinous in its conſequences. I believe, Six, 
it will be allowed, that all wars, from the 
beginning of the world to this day, have been 
commenced on the principle of neceſſity, or 
from what was thought neceſſity by the rul- 
ing powers, which is the ſame thing; for if 
our Governors are not to determine of the fit 
and the unfit, all government, * ſubordina- 
tion, will be at an end. 

It has been hinted, that the American war 
originated from a ſquabble about a quantity 
| of Gamaged tea, Surely it can be of no con- 
ſequence 
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ſequence how, or on what account, it origi- 
' nated, if the war be in itſelf juſtifiable, I be- 
lieve there are few Gentlemen who will be 
hardy enough to deny, that the preſent inha- 
bitants of America are the immediate deſcen- 
dants of thoſe who emigrated from this coun- 
try in the laſt century: theſe deſcendants then 
were, of courſe, ſubjects of, and bound to 
yield all true allegiance to, the parent coun- 
try; I will not ſay to the King, or the Mi- 
niſtry, leſt I ſhould affront the Gentlemen of 
republican principles: but ſurely the Parlia- 
ment ought to have had ſome controuling 
power over theſe people. It has been ſaid 
without doors, that the Americans are in fact 
emancipated, becauſe they are not repreſent- 
ed: but this objection will vaniſh on the 
ſingle conſideration, that it was impoſſible, 
| from their diſtance, that they could be tepre- 
| : ſented otherwiſe than by men of congenial 
ſentiments choſen in this country to fit in 
this Houſe; and of thoſe there are ſo many, 
that our Tranſatlantic friends do not, in fact, 
want repreſentatives; indeed, I believe they 
are more faithfully repreſented than ſome of 
the cities and boroughs in this iſland. | 


By 
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Zy an eſtimate not long ſince made, it ap- 
pears, that the © ſummary of the military 
* charges, for the ſupport, defence, and pro- 
tection of the Colonies of North America” 
are immenſe. I have a ſhort copy of theſe in 


my hand, which I will read 
ns 3924575: 2: ah 
_ "I 337-955: 7: 8 
2 „ "RR ”* 130,004 : 8: 45 
| W 9 we 1 o: O 


— ſ ——— 


In all * 594: 18: 3 
. then it appears, that the military foree 


for the defence, convenience, and protecti- 
on of North America, has coſt this nation 
from the year 1764 to 1775 incluſive (for it is 
for this period the calculation is made) no leſs 
than the enormous ſum above ſpecified ;— 
and is this a country to be loſt; is this a ter- 
ritory to be for ever ſeparated from the im- 
perial domain of theſe realms? Surely the 
ſubjugating her is worth the ſtruggle. Gen- 
tlemen who are moſt-violent againſt the obe- 
n of America, would think themſelves 
— inſulted 
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inſulted if obedience ſhould be refuſed by 9 b | 
their own children or ſervants; but we are 
apt to forget, in general caſes, what — 


us moſt forcibly in particular. | 
Much has been ſaid againſt the propriety. 


of continuing the American war. For my {8 

own part, I ſincerely wiſh the war had not 72 
commenced; or that, having commenced, 1 - 
it had long fince ended: but, Sir, the digni- 
ty of government muſt be ſupported; and "I 
thoſe. who will not yield, muſt be taught 9 


ſubmiſſion. It is not for the K—g's ſervants 
to give up a cauſe, in which the honour of 
the nation is concerned. I am confident, 
that the majority of the inhabitants of the 
revolted colonies wiſh for a reconciliation 
with the mother country; and the Gentle- 
men in oppoſition will agree with me when 
I fay, that Government equally wiſhes for a 
reconciliation with the mother country. It 
has been ſaid, that advances have been made 1 
on the part of America; that ſhe has petiti- 
oned, and that her petitions have been reject- i 
ed. All this is acknowledged; but it muſt 
bs likewiſe confeſſed that America has been 

the aggreſſor. I will not take up any far- 
ther. time, Sir, than to ſay that every exerti- 
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b 2 the houſe growing vociferous, Aa 
ment took place accordingly, . in. the 
| 1 nine o clock the nex 
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tions of Government. Our Generals, our 
- Admirals have diſcharged their duty in its 
"fulleſt extent, and it remains only in the hand 
of providence to determine on the juſtice of 
the cauſe. For my own part, Sir, I ſhall be 


happy to reſign my envied, but not enviable 


fituation, whenever a more faithful ſervant 
of the Crown can be found; but till that pe- 
riod ſhall arrive, I will hope for the counte- 
nance-and ſupport of every Gentleman who 
withes to maintain the dignity of government. 
This ſpeech being concluded, the queſtion 
need for with the utmoſt violence. , 
At two in the morning the queſtion on 
"the amendment was put, and the motion re- 


jefted, 249/to 137. Mr. B—g and Mr. T. 


| T—n—d were Tellers for the Ayes, and 


Mr. Charles 1 d and Sir Gy C ir fot 


the Noes. The main queſtion an 


was carried without 85 material differe1 
inthe numbers. 


A motion was now made ty 
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